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the more insolent would spit forth against us.
Nothing was heard but insults, but threats, so that
most of the good people among them feared that
some of us would be massacred; and consequently
they might have persuaded themselves that we would
kill their children down here, if they sent them to
us, according to the wicked custom of all these peo-
ples, who avenge themselves upon the first comer
for wrongs they have received from some individual
of another nation. Now, notwithstanding the rage
of the demons, the Seminary survives. I have seen
it within two finger-lengths of ruin; then, all at
once, what seemed to overthrow it, propped it up;
and, if sickness and war had not afflicted the Hurons
on the way, we would have been perhaps obliged to
send back their children, for our backs are not strong
enough to feed and maintain all those whom we could
have. But [215 i.e., 211] let us consider the rather
strange accidents that have happened to this poor
Seminary.

Of the six young Hurons who composed it, one of
them, of a somewhat peevish disposition, left his
companions and returned to his country (as I have
said above); but he did us more good than we had
hoped, for he told wonderful things about the good
treatment he had received from us, which greatly
comforted the Hurons. Death did us a great deal
more harm, for it took from us the two best minds
of the Seminary. As these barbarians are full of
suspicion, we were very much afraid that they would
imagine that these poor young men had lost their
lives through our fault, considering the circumstances
which I have said attended their deaths; and hence
we feared that they would take some vengeance on



